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MISSOULA-The name Dahl berg is tantamount with the University of Montana.
There has been a Dalhberg, whether it be George (Jiggs), Harry, Oscar, Helen or
Alfred, attending or working at the University since 1916 (except during wartime).
Jiggs, who came to UM in 1920 and participated in football and basketball, later
went on to coach the Grizzly basketball team for 16 years, was an assistant in football,
and became athletic director from 1953-1961, and then retired from the Physical
Education Department in 1970.
Because of his service to University, as well as his families', the basketball
arena here in Harry Adams Field House was formerly named the "Jiggs" Dahl berg Arena
Saturday, February 24, at the recent UM-MSU basketball game.
"I've always enjoyed my association with the University," said Jiggs, who will
be 79 years old on April 21.

"They've been very good to me.

University has given me an education.

Through athletics the

It has been good to us all.

Jiggs (he said he's had the nickname since he can remember, and doesn't know
where he got it), came to UM in 1920.

A graduate of Butte Public High School, Jiggs'

parents, Gus and Mary, moved to the United States from Sweden in 1890.

They first

lived in Minnesota, but migrated to Montana, "which they grew to love."
After an outstanding athletic career at UM Dahlberg entered the coaching ranks.
He coached football, basketball and track in Montana and Washington high schools.
At Miles City, he won the 1928 State football championship.
In 1937 he returned to UM as head basketball coach and line coach on the
football team.
-more-
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The rest is history.
Now, some 42 years later, Jiggs, and his family have left a legacy behind them,
one which will never be matched.
The personable Dahlberg, who lives with his wife of 40 years (in June) Freda,
just a couple of blocks from the field house, has seen several changes in "his" sport,
basketball; as well as many interesting occurrences in athletics.
"The one-handed jump shot was unheard of then," he recalled.

"The overhead pass,

fullcourt press, and switching of defenses came in after I retired in 1955.

I

remember when I was at the Nationals in 1950, Kentucky won it that year, I doubted the
one-handed shot would ever make it.

I guess I missed that one, huh?"

"We had some unbelievable games, I remember," he said.

"In one, against the

Bobcats, the score was tied, and the 'Cats sent in a player, but he forgot to report
to the scorers' table.

Dutch Dahmer made the technical foul, and we won, 44-43 with

no time showing on the clock."
Of course with so many basketball teams Dahlberg had some outstanding players
play for him during his career.

But, because he "didn't want to leave anyone out,"

he wouldn't make up an all-star team.

He did say Bob Cope (UM's all-time single

season scorer) was "probably the best shooter."
It was the season Cope scored his 701 points Jiggs guided his Grizzly team to
the best record in the history of the school.

Cope, Jim Graham, John Eahart, Bob

Hasquet, Robert Sparks, Richard Carstensen and Co. had a 27-4 record that season.
"That was the best season as far as win-loss is concerned," Dahlberg said.
were a fastbreaking team, and scored 77.2 points a game.

"We

I think we were ranked 20th

in the nation in scoring that year."
Jiggs also made another major contribution to UM athletics.

He is the founder

of the Century Club.
"I remember going to the president of the University and telling him about my
-more-

BASKETBALL ARENA NAMED AFTER "JIGGS" DAHLBERG—
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"He told me it wouldn't work, and that I'd be

lucky if I made enough money to pay the postage.

I guess I showed 'em."

Retirement hasn't slowed the father of two (Jon and Margaret) down.

If you don't

see Jiggs at a UM sporting event then you'll probably see him in one of the offices
in the field house, working on his red book.
His red book is a history of UM sports, something he has been working on since
1970.

It is a complete history of the official records in all sports.
"When I first came here, no one kept records," he said.

them.

I think something like that is important to the school.

"So I started keeping
I also like keeping

in touch with athletics."
There are a lot of people whose names are in that red book who are glad Jiggs
Dahlberg is keeping in touch.

